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of this M. Barthou had high hopes of success in his
policy of consolidating the anti-revisionist Powers,
and these hopes received fresh encouragement in
September when Russia joined the League of Nations
and a clear move was made towards Franco-Russian
unity. Italian interest too seemed clearly to lie in
co-operation with France, for shortly after the un-
successful conversations between Hitler and Mussolini
a Nazi putsch in Austria ended in the murder of Dr.
Dolfuss, and many considered that only prompt
action by the Duce prevented a German absorption
of Austria at that time. The chief, if not the main,
obstacle to unanimity in South-eastern Europe was
the hostility existing between Italy and Jugoslavia.
It was with a view to healing this discord and simul-
taneously to confirm the good relations existing
between France and Jugoslavia that M. Barthou
invited King Alexander of Jugoslavia to pay a state
visit to France. The stage seemed set for a revival
of the success of the traditional French policy. But
the hand of an assassin struck down the two principal
actors, and by the murder of King Alexander and
M. Barthou French policy received a sharp rebuff.

Once again the impression went abroad that
France was decadent and Germany in the ascendant.
The failure to preserve the life of a visiting monarch,
added to the internal dissensions which had followed
the revelation of the Stavisky scandals early in the
year, put French reputation at low ebb. Great
Britain meanwhile was still, prompted by wishful
thinking and inept leadership, pursuing the will o'
the wisp of disarmament. Germany, on the other
hand, was rearming unofficially but with vigour.
The events of the year had impressed upon Hferr
Hitler two things, if indeed he was still in need of
any such lessons. In the first place, he was clearly
going to carry weight in Europe in proportion to his